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ONE VOICE MIXED CHORUS’ 20TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT CELEBRATES  

TWO DECADES OF VIBRANT MUSIC AND SOCIAL CHANGE  
 

Special guests include Dan Chouinard as host, members of  Kairos Dance for the concerts June 21, 22 

 

One Voice Mixed Chorus, Minnesota’s gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender (GLBT) and straight allies choir, is turning 20!  To 

celebrate, everyone is invited to its birthday bash—a concert that both honors the past and looks ahead to another two 

decades of expert music-making, community outreach and positive social change.  Dan Chouinard, a musician and 

storyteller made famous by his appearances on Minnesota Public Radio, serves as host for the concerts, using his 

trademark humor and trusty accordion to weave stories from the chorus’ history into the program.  Other special guests 

include performers from Kairos Dance and One Voice alumni singers.  The concerts, Old New Borrowed Q:  Celebrating 

20 years!, take place on Saturday, June 21 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, June 22 at 3:30 p.m. at the History Theatre in St. Paul.  

Ticket prices range from $10 to $25; they can be ordered online at www.ovmc.org or by calling 651-298-1954.  The venue 

is  wheelchair accessible and Braille and large print programs are available upon request.  Sunday’s concert is audio 

described and features ASL interpreters.  Receptions follow each concert. 

 

“We’re thrilled to work with Dan Chouinard for this milestone concert,” explains Artistic & Executive 

Director, Jane Ramseyer Miller. “This winter he has partnered with the chorus to chronicle our history 

and that of the GLBT community over the last 20 years. We’ve had a blast working together and 

Chouinard’s humor and gift of storytelling will really bring our story to life in June.”   

 

In creating this anniversary program, Ramseyer Miller wanted to include retrospective audience 

favorites but also hoped to program a concert that would illustrate the ways GLBT culture has 

changed in two decades and how One Voice has helped make those positive changes happen. 

“The success of the chorus really reflects the successes of the GLBT community,” notes Ramseyer Miller. “It has been 

personally and professionally gratifying to see this chorus grow from a small struggling non-profit to a vibrant chorus 

with a strong sound and a focused mission of outreach, community and social change. We’re looking forward to 

celebrating these achievements with our many friends in the community this June.” 
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Old New Borrowed Q features brand new music and audience favorites from the past 20 years.   One concert 

highlight—one that perfectly encapsulates One Voice’s mission—is a world premier and commission  It is the Song by 

Minneapolis composer Craig Carnahan.  This stirring piece builds from a whispered opening to a powerful finale.  One 

Voice will perform this original composition again later in July with a massed chorus comprised of 14 mixed choirs at the 

Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses (GALA) conference in Miami.  In a nod to its past, One Voice presents several 

beloved works from previous seasons, including the anthem We’re Everywhere from One Voice’s earliest days, Selections 

from “West Side Story” and Distinctions by local composer and One Voice singer Kevin Wojahn.  This 

last work, which uses a poetic quatrain by thirteenth–century poet Shams Tabriz to challenge 

notions of gender distinctions, was originally premiered at One Voice’s 2003 Blurring the lines: 

Music and Gender.  Guest performers from Kairos Dance join One Voice in two selections:  first, to 

help portray the Brazilian rainforest in Três cantos nativos dos Índios Kraó, and again for the audience 

favorite, We Rise Again by Leon Dubinsky.  In a special treat, alumni singers take the stage with the 

main chorus for two songs to close out the first set:  the “West Side Story” medley and Why We Sing 

by Greg Gilpin, which exults in the power of music to bring understanding and universal harmony. 

 

Throughout the evening, Minnesota musician and storyteller Dan Chouinard will collect and weave stories of One Voice 

and GLBT history into the concert.  Ramseyer Miller explains that the importance of capturing and preserving the history 

of the GLBT community cannot be underestimated.   “Most GLBT people are not born into a family that reflects their GLBT 

identity.  Without the continuity of knowledge inherited through family lineage, passing on our history to younger 

generations must be deliberate and conscious.”   

 

Pianist, accordionist and storyteller Dan Chouinard is a Minneapolis native who plays, tours and records regularly with 

an ever-expanding roster of local and national performers. Chouinard frequently creates special programs for Minnesota 

Public Radio which blend storytelling, interview and music.  Two recent shows, “Cafe Europa” (2005) and “Mambo 

Italiano” (2006) have been aired on Twin Cities Public Television and broadcast statewide on MPR. Recent CDs include the 

compilation “Duets” from A Prairie Home Companion with Garrison Keillor (2006), Peter Ostroushko’s Postcards (2006), and 

Ann Reed’s Telling Stories (2006).  For more information, visit www.DanChouinard.com.   

 

Kairos Dance, founded in 1999 by Artistic Director Maria DuBois Genné, is an intergenerational dance company 

committed to sharing the joy of dance and unleashing its power to nurture and heal. The ensemble joined One Voice on 

stage for their 2005 Building Bridges collaboration, and the chorus and dancers will perform two audience favorites from 

that concert this June. Its award-winning “Dancing Heart” program improves flexibility, energy, balance, memory and 

socialization of older, frail adults through movement, dance and storytelling—transforming lives through movement and 

story.   For more information, visit www.kairosdance.org.  

 

For 20 years One Voice Mixed Chorus has united gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender people and straight allies in 

working for social change.  One Voice is known for its musical excellence, diverse repertoire, humor and strong 

commitment to community outreach.  One Voice’s 90 singing members span ages 16 to 70, and its “Fifth Section” boasts 

more than 50 non-singing volunteers.  Together, they dedicate their time and energy to the One Voice mission: “Building 
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community and creating social change by raising our voices in song.”  One Voice is the largest GLBT mixed chorus in 

North America, and has performed for thousands of people in the Twin Cities, Greater Minnesota and beyond.  

 
 
One Voice Mixed Chorus in concert 
 
Old New Borrowed Q:  Celebrating 20 Years! 
 
June 21 • 7:30 PM.................................. ................................................ His tory Theatre  
June 22 • 3:30 PM.................................. ................................................ His tory Theatre  
 
Address: 30 E 10th St, St. Paul  
Tickets: 651-298-1954 
Information:  www.ovmc.org  
Cost:  $20 - $18; $10 seniors and students 
 
WALKER..................................................................................................................How Can I Keep from Singing 
PALESTRINA ..................................................................................................................................... Sicut cervus 
WEINBERG...............................................................................................................................We’re Everywhere 
MOODY................................................................................................................................................. One Voice  
CARNAHAN ............................................................................................................It Is the Song (world premiere) 
BERNSTEIN...................................................................................................... Selections from “West Side Story” 
GILPIN ............................................................................................................................................. Why We Sing 
HATFIELD.......................................................................................................................................................Tjak 
LEITE ......................................................................................................................... Três cantos dos Índios Kraó  
WOJAHN..............................................................................................................................................Distinctions 
BILLING (pseud.).....................................................................................................................The Lavender Song 
PAULUS.......................................................................................................................................The Road Home 
WILLCOCKS ..................................................................................................................................Musical Risotto 
DUBINSKY..................................................................................................................................... We Rise Again 
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